continuous funding if the project or study shows evidence of meeting inte mediate goals and producing favorable outcomes by measures that it hi established as the criteria of success. This strategy has enabled someii vestigators to receive substantial funding over the years but in relative small increments and under circumstances that make it possible forfuni ing to be terminated when programs cease to be productive. This sorti commitment to long-term program funding is required in the field of o fender rehabilitation.
Clear-cut "success" is neither difficult to detect nor a frequent occu rence in rehabilitation research, and dismal failure is fairly apparent; tl difficult choices for reviewers and funders come in the "gray areas" whe a program shows qualified favorable outcomes. We know of no simplefo mula or measure that can be used as a criterion for continuation or aba donment. We do not believe that a single measure such as a specified pr portion of offenders with reduced recidivism is useful. The best guidelii we can suggest is that which is employed in most scientific fields: progre must be periodically reviewed and assessed by some method of pe review, and funding must be made contingent on that assessment.
IMPLICATIONS OF THE PROPOSED RESEARCH STRATEGY FOR FUNDING AGENCIES
The research strategy being proposed here will require some changes at accommodations on the part of almost all funding agencies interested problems of offender rehabilitation. At least some of the necessa changes will be of considerable magnitude and difficult to achieve und the best of circumstances.
FUNDING AGENCY POLICIES
The difficulties that face those charged with the responsibility for pla ning a programmatic attack on problems related to crime are well lustrated by the history of the National Institute for Law Enforcement ar Criminal Justice (NILECJ; now the National Institute of Justice (NIJ) The institute's mission includes support of research, demonstrations, ar behavioral studies to develop new and improved systems, techniques, a proaches, and equipment to strengthen and improve law enforcement. is empowered to carry out studies and behavioral research in pursuit more accurate information on the causes of crime and the effectiveness various methods of crime prevention and correctional procedures, disseminate new knowledge, and (since 1973) to conduct program evalu